
How to launch external http url from Dashboard

There are two ways you can launch external URL from Dashboard

Using a Button

• Create a button using the parameter editor as shown below
• In this case we will create a button to launch http://www.yahoo.com

•
• Remove the Parameter Name: This is optional but it is good so that the button 

appears to be separate from parameter
• Enter the Button name in the “Display Column” property

http://www.yahoo.com/


• Change the DataType property from ‘PLET’ to ‘BLET’, just place your cursor in 
the field and type ‘BLET’ (all uppercase)

• Enter ‘null’ in the Query Editory
• Select ‘Y’ for “Run Dynamic Java Script”
• Edit the “Dynamic Java Script” window and type the following code
• Runtime.getRuntime().exec("rundll32 url.dll,FileProtocolHandler "   + 

"http://www.yahoo.com");
• Replace the http://www.yahoo.com with any URL of your choice. This URL 

could be a link to your internal application or  any outside URL to some news site 
etc

•

• Click OK
• Click ‘Full Apply’ on the parameter editor
• The button should appear as below

•
• Click on the button and it should open the link in a browser.

http://www.yahoo.com/


Second method

Consider the following Qlet

•
• In the above Qlet, we need to add a column that will launch the application URL 

and pass Bug_id as parameter
• We will modify the query as shown below
select bug_id
,bug_number 
, 'http://my-application.com/index.php?bug='  ||  bug_id as Link
from ad_bugs

• In the above query, we added a third column and named it as “link”



• The “||” is the concatenation operator in Oracle. If using any other database check 
the right operator. Check the appendix for concat operations in other databases

•
• You can minimize the width of the link column

•
• Now right click on the Link column



•
• As you see the “Launch URL” is automatically enabled
• You can click on it and it will open the corresponding link


